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SPOTLIGHT F-650 DREAM RIG

After making the decision to
go with the F-650 to meet his
towing re q u i rements, Jones
soon realized a major issue with
his commercial truck—it did not
include a bed. Wanting his truck
to fit in with other street-driven
t rucks, Jones decided that
adding a bed to his F-650 was a
requirement. He also wanted to
enhance the capability and visu-
al appeal of his truck, as well as
make sure it was comfortable
for his family and friends to
enjoy long trips down the high-
way on the way to the desert or
the river. Jones turned to the
e x p e rts at Wi red For Sound
Motorsports, where lift fabrica-
tor Brian Jendro and owner
Adam Garcia came up with a

plan to make Jones’ F-650 a
dream rig.

The team at Wi red For
Sound started working on
Jones’ truck from the ground
up, installing a set of polished
Custom Chrome aluminum
22x9-inch wheels wrapped in
325/50R22 Toyo A/T Open
Country tires. Putting a measur-
ing stick on the tires reveals that
the tires are just under 35 inches
tall and nearly 13 inches wide,
but they almost look small on
this massive truck.

To get the right stance and
optimize the handling and dri-
veability characteristics of the
rig, Jendro and team reworked
the suspension to integrate
King Off Road Racing remote-
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IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT TOWING, THEN YOU ALREADY
KNOW YOU NEED A DIESEL RIG TO DO IT, AT LEAST IF YOU
WISH TO DO IT EFFECTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY. FOR THOSE
OF YOU WHO BLEED BLUE OVAL BLUE, A FORD SUPER
DUTY F-250, F-350 OR PA RT I C U L A R LY THE NEW F-450
WOULD BE MORE THAN ENOUGH CAPACITY FOR JUST
ABOUT ANY TOWING NEEDS. WELL, CHAD JONES NEEDED
SOME BRUTE-FORCE TOWING CAPA C I T Y, SO HE OPTED TO
STEP OUT OF THE CONSUMER SUPER DUTY SERIES AND
MOVE ALL THE WAY UP TO THE COMMERCIAL TRUCK
SERIES WITH A FORD F-650 XLT SUPER DUTY.

Opening the huge hood on Jones’ F-650 reveals the massive Caterpillar in-line six-cylinder turbodiesel engine.

Notice the King Off Road Racing shock and triple air horns mounted to the framerail.

reservoir shocks and airbags at
all four corners of the two-
wheel-drive truck. The custom
suspension gives the truck an
appealing low-slung stance
without compromising the tow-
ing capacity of the rig—mission
accomplished!

With the suspension com-
plete, it was time to fabricate
the trailer mounting provisions,
because, again, the F-650 does
not come with towing pro v i-
sions. Jendro fabricated a fifth-
wheel mount that welded
directly to the framerails cen-
tered above the axle. He built
the mount at the precise height
that would allow a bed to be
installed on the chassis and
align perfectly with the cab.
They then mounted a Va l l e y
Industries Power Pull Xtre m e
25K fifth-wheel hitch to the
mount. Thanks to Ford and the
c rew at Wi red For Sound
Motorsports, Jones will be able
to tow a whopping 24,000
pounds!

While the fifth-wheel will be
used for big loads, Jones also
wanted to be able to tow a stan-
dard trailer, so Jendro fabricat-
ed a 2-inch receiver and sup-
port to cap the rear of the chas-
sis. The cap uses a cosmetic
trim piece that features a water-
jet-cut Wi red For Sound
Motorsports logo that is backed
with red in the black panel.

Jones’ Ford F-650 XLT Super
Duty is equipped with the
potent Caterpillar CT turbod-
iesel engine, so he won’t have a



p roblem towing anything he
desires. The engine is backed by
the six-speed Allison 3000 automat-
ic transmission to make shifting
easy while handling all the power
the big Cat engine can dish out.

After the suspension and fifth-
wheel mount were completed, the
team at Wi red For Sound
M o t o r s p o rts turned to the bed.
Since the wheelbase on Jones’ F-
650 is longer than even the
long-wheelbase F-450, some
creative thought and work was
required to install a bed that
would be functional and look
good. The Wired For Sound
team decided the best
approach would be to start with
the bed from an F-350 dualie and
work from there. Having seen other
conversions that installed a stan-
dard F-350 bed on F-650s by actual-
ly shortening the chassis to match
the bed, Jones and the build team
decided not to go that route.
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SPOTLIGHT F-650 DREAM RIG
The build team purchased

two beds, one from an F-350
dualie and the other from an 
F-250. After determining exactly
how much additional length
needed to be added to the bed,
Jendro precisely sectioned the
two beds and added 16 inches
to the F-350 bed from the other
bed and carefully welded the
pieces back together. The result
is seamless and looks as though
the F-650 was delivered directly
f rom Ford with the bed
installed. To give the tail end of
the rig a clean look, Jendro
molded a rolled pan into the
bed. The exterior of the truck
also features billet grille inserts
and a KVH TracVision satellite
TV antenna mounted on the
roof. 

With a shop called Wired
For Sound Motorsports working
on your rig, you had better
believe a killer sound and video

Jones’ F-650 is so massive that even

dual 325/50R22 Toyo Open Country

tires that measure almost 35 inches tall

look small, as do the Custom Chrome

22x9-inch wheels (top). Even up front,

the large Toyos struggle to fill the wheel

wells of the lowered F-650 (right).The factory dash location is home to a

Kenwood DVD/TV receiver that serves as the

main source for the killer audio/video system

in Jones’ rig.

Installed within easy reach of the

driver or front passenger, the

Harmon Kardon Drive + Play

iPod controller allows Jones to

listen to his iPod music collection

on the road.

Rear-seat passengers are

entertained by the Audiovox

flip-down video monitor, with

integrated DVD player and 

wireless headphone transmitter.

The storage space behind the seat was used

by the installers at Wired For Sound to

house a custom-molded subwoofer 

enclosure with two Kicker CVR10 10-inch

subwoofers along with two Kicker ZX series

amplifiers.
Focal Polyglass V2 component speaker systems are installed in the factory front and rear speaker locations, with the midrange behind the factory grille

and the tweeter flush-mounted in the panel.
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system is in order. Jones’ rig is
no exception to the rule, as the
electronics installation team at
Wired For Sound installed a
killer system. For video, the
team started by installing an
Audiovox DVD player and 9-
inch LCD monitor on the head-
liner to keep rear-seat passen-
gers entertained. Up front, a
Kenwood DDX6019 double-
DIN DVD receiver with 7-inch
screen is installed in the factory
dash location. TV signals from
the KVH TracVision receiver can
be viewed on the overh e a d
monitor at any time and on the
in-dash screen when the truck
is parked.

In addition to hearing the
audio from one of the two DVD
players or the satellite TV
receiver, Jones can listen to his
iPod through the Harm o n
Kardon Drive + Play iPod con-
troller mounted within fingertip
reach on the center console.
Audio signals are amplified by
a pair of Kicker amplifiers
mounted behind the rear seat.
A Kicker ZX750.1 amplifier is
mounted on the driver’s side,
and it powers a pair of 10-inch

Kicker CVR10 subwoofers
mounted in a custom-molded
sealed enclosure between the
two amplifiers. 

On the passenger side, a
Kicker ZX650.4 four- c h a n n e l
amplifier powers the front and
rear Focal Polyglass V2 6.5-inch
two-way component speaker
systems. The high-end Focal
midrange speakers are
installed in the factory loca-
tions with the inverted dome
tweeters flush-mounted in the
panels nearby.

F requent DI E S E L BU I L D E R

readers will remember seeing a
preview of Jones’ truck in the
October ’06 issue when the
build was in progress before
the bed was even installed.
Wow—what a difference a year
makes! 

Jones’ Ford F-650 is a big
red hauler that is sure to turn
heads wherever it goes, and
thanks to the crew at Wired For
Sound Motorsports, Jones can
go just about anywhere he
wants, towing whatever he
wants—how’s that for cool? DB

The view from

the rear of

this massive

truck is

intimidating.

With more

than 2 feet 

of rubber on

each side 

of the

differential, it

looks like a

steamroller.

The Valley Industries fifth-wheel mount allows Jones to tow up to 24,000

pounds with his ultimate tow rig.

In the rear, huge airbags support the load while the King remote reservoir

shocks keep the ride smooth.
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