
Team Dakar USA, lead by driver
Robby Gordon and navigator Andy
Grider, will attempt to take on the
world as they challenge top drivers
and manufacturers for the win in
the 2007 Dakar Rally. For the sec-
ond time in as many years the
Euromilhoes Dakar Rally will start
in Lisbon, Portugal, on January 6,
’07 (as this is being shipped). The
race will end in Dakar, Senegal, on
January 21, 2007. The race travels
through two countries in Europe
and five countries in Africa, cover-
ing a total of 4,918 miles.

Race stages feature Specials,

which are the timed racing sections,
as well as Liaisons, which are not
timed. The total mileage of the
combined Specials is 2,677.5.
Without a doubt it is the longest
and most grueling race on the
planet.

In an attempt to win the rally
this year, Gordon assembled a 21-
person team to campaign a total of
six vehicles. Gordon and Grider will
be in the tube-chassis race Hummer
H3, joined by team members Eric
Barth, Tom Geviss, Rob Harris, Will
Higman, Jason Jacopian, James Lin,
Robby Maschhaupt, Bryan

Mathews, Paul Mischel, Bharat
Naran, Curt Nicolitz, Russ O’Blenes,
Kyle Robbins, Neville Sharpe, Gregg
Till, John Tondro, Renee White,
Roger Willis and Dwight
Woodbridge. The team members
will be driving and riding in five
vehicles, in addition to the race
Hummer, including a 4x4 Mann
race support truck that will actually
be competing in the truck class on
the racecourse, a 6x6 Mercedes-
Benz Unimog support vehicle, a 4x4
Mercedes-Benz Unimog support
vehicle and two Hummer H1 sup-
port vehicles.
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Gordon feels that with the addi-
tional support vehicles and a larger
team, the group will see more suc-
cess than last year’s effort, which
resulted in a DNF (did not finish).

To ensure that the team and the
vehicles were well prepared, they
subjected the rigs to three shake-
down runs, including a media-day

event held in conjunction with the
SEMA Show in Las Vegas this past
November. We were the only maga-
zine invited to all three events to
help you better appreciate what a
team like Gordon’s must go through
to cover all the bases involved in
creating and building a competitive
winning team today. Hot off his
Baja win, Gordon is pumped, and at
this point is in Portugal ready for
the race kickoff.

Leading up to the departure of
the team, the look of the race H3
changed throughout the various
tests along the way. At the three-day
test session in October (Anaheim,
California, to Parker, Arizona, to
Glamis, California), the H3 was in
partial primer and missing some
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The Hummer looks
impressive tearing up
the Glamis dunes.
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graphics due to ongoing body mod-
ifications that were made as a result
of wind-tunnel tests with the
General Motors aero team. The H3
was then painted and decaled for
the media-day experience at
Dumont Dunes, California, that
took place in November, but it car-
ried the sponsor package and colors
used for the previous Dakar Rally
until this year’s package was fully
finalized. Finally, by December, at
the final shakedown run in Barstow,
California, the H3 sported its ’07
race colors and full sponsor
logos—with Hummer, Lexar,
Micron, Monster Energy, Pro
Comp and Toyo as the major
sponsors.

Most of the Team Dakar USA
members were on hand for the
three-day test session, where one
of the H1s and the 4x4 and 6x6
Unimogs were all used, as well as
an RV that towed the H3 from
Anaheim to Indio, where the team
unloaded and refueled the H3
right there at the same gas pumps
we all use. GM engineers Dwight
Woodbridge and Russ O’Blenes

then drove the H3 on the freeway to
Desert Center. At Desert Center,
Gordon and Grider took over the
H3 as we headed northeast toward
Parker, where along the way we
pulled off onto a very long dirt road
so the team could conduct some
wide-open speed testing. Rejoining
the highway, we drove through
Parker and out into the desert just
before sunset, where the team set up
the Unimogs to service the H3, and
also set up their tents and gear.

The next day, Gordon made top-

speed runs on an abandoned sec-
tion of highway, as well as through
desert sections. They used this time
to check different aerodynamic
treatments and to download and
monitor engine performance data
for the powerful but nearly stock
LS7 engine.

Gordon even gave a few rides,
allowing this writer to ride shotgun
for a 119-mph pass and a blast
through a dry desert riverbed. The
ride in Gordon’s race-prepped
Hummer was totally amazing; the
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Under the skin, the race
Hummer is all business with
its tubular chassis and mon-
ster-size shocks.



suspension soaks up huge bumps,
and the vehicle jumps so well that
you hardly feel them. Carving
through the riverbed at very high
speeds, Gordon was easily able to
cut in and out of the brush, eventu-
ally leaping out of the riverbed up
the embankment. Having witnessed
Gordon’s driving firsthand, as well
as the capabilities of his Hummer
out in the desert, we have high
expectations of this team challeng-
ing the top positions during the
Dakar Rally. They are an experi-
enced bunch, and Gordon has a
tremendous amount of off-road
experience.

Satisfied with the aerodynamic
testing, engine parameters and top
speeds in the 120- to 130-mph
range, Gordon led the H1 and
Unimog support vehicles deep into
the desert as a practice run onto
sections of the SCORE Parker 400
racecourse. We regrouped in town,
refueled and headed south to
Glamis, California, for further test-
ing, this time in the sand dunes.

Arriving at the dunes at about
midnight, Gordon guided the H1
and Unimog support vehicles off
the highway and onto the sand as
practice for the African dunes.
Traveling over the dunes at night
proved to be formidable, with the
4x4 Unimog getting stuck once, as
well as one of our group’s street
trucks. With the extraction and
recovery practice completed, we

drove into the park and made
camp at about 3:00 a.m.

In the morning after breaking
camp, Gordon and the team made
several test runs through the
desert, making minor tweaks and
adjustments before heading back
out. While Gordon was making his
test runs, other team members
took one of the Unimogs or the
H1 out into the dunes for practice
as well. With the afternoon draw-
ing to a close, several of the street
vehicles headed west toward home,
while Gordon used the H3 to lead
the support vehicles on a trek
through the dunes before loading
up to conclude the test.

The Robby Gordon Dakar
Experience media event held at
Dumont Dunes was a great time.
The event picked up media mem-

bers from the Las Vegas convention
center in buses for the two-hour
trip to the dunes. Upon arrival,
media members were fed a
Moroccan-style lunch (there’s noth-
ing like feeding the media for good
press) and introduced to the team.
Following photo ops complete with
belly dancers, camels and some of
the race vehicles, Gordon drove the
H3 to allow us to get some good
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Gordon flies the Hummer through the air with ease,
and the trick suspension provides a smooth landing.



action shots. After that, an amazing
thing happened: Media members
were taken for rides in the race
Hummer, in one of two sand cars,
and even in the 4x4 Unimog. We
were also allowed to drive stock
Hummer H3s around the dunes.
The event was enjoyable for all who
attended and an amazing experience
for those of us who took the oppor-
tunity for a ridealong!

Gordon also used the Hummer
to prerun the Baja 1000, damaging
the frontend by hitting a washout at
high speed. After winning the Baja
1000 in his Trophy Truck (see our
article on page 32 of this issue for
Baja coverage), Gordon and his
team tore down the Hummer to its
bare chassis to make repairs and
final preparations for the Dakar
race. Then the team shipped off the
H1 and Unimog support vehicles
and prepped the H3 for its depar-
ture, including repainting all of
them with the new sponsorship
package. With the H3 scheduled to
depart for its plane trip to Europe
on December 22, the team finished
just in time for one last shakedown
test in Barstow.

Reaching the Southern California
high desert at about 6:30 a.m., with
temperatures in the low- to mid-
20s, the shakedown was off to a cold
start. Despite the conditions, the
team pressed on and had an excel-

lent test, finding that an intake
plenum which theoretically would
increase throttle response actually
decreased overall top speed by a sig-
nificant margin. After fabricating
and installing a replacement intake,
the throttle response and top speed
returned to normal. Additionally,
the team tested the Gordon-built
and -tuned internal bypass front
shocks and had great results.

Following the Barstow test ses-
sion, the team then hauled the
Hummer back to Robby Gordon
Off Road in Anaheim and worked
through the night to make sure

everything was perfect before the
Hummer left for the airport.

As we have firsthand knowledge
of all that has gone into Robby
Gordon’s efforts for the Dakar race,
look for an update on how Team
Dakar USA did in Africa in the next
issue of 4X4 BUILDER. Depending
upon all that transpires between
now and then, it should make for
some interesting reading. This is a
great team, but it’s a rugged race.
4x4
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GM engineers Dwight
Woodbridge and Russ
O’Blenes download and
review engine performance
data to make sure the team is
getting as much as possible
from the restricted LS7 427-
inch motor.


