
Here is how I updated the center console in my 2006 F250. 

 

I never understood why there is no power port in the back or inside of the center console. Neither is there a light on the inside. So, I 

went ahead and got me a spare console from one of the forum members on Powerstroke.org, since I don’t like messing with one and 

mess it up so badly that it won’t go back in the truck. 

 

I wanted another power port for the rear passengers, one on the inside and some lights so I 

could see where the registration might be if the officer ever asks for it… Then I remembered 

that the cup holder in front was fairly dark, too; which caused me to grab the wrong Irish 

coffee once. 

 

First I was looking for a location to mount a switch 

that’ll turn the inside light on automatically when 

the lid opens. The best location was right under the 

hinge that holds the lid, since there was enough 

room to run a little plastic pin through it to activate 

the switch.  

This pin is actually the inner part of a plastic rivet 

from ACE. The switch I had just laying around. You 

can get similar switches at Radio Shock. 

 

I found the right position for the pin going through 

the hinge towards the switch. The switch is mounted 

with one screw almost in the middle of the inner plastic tray (see pic). It took a little bit to get 

it lined up right so that the lid will work with the switch. I decided to run constant power to it 

so I’ll have light whenever the lid is open.  

 

I used some green 5mm LEDs to match the stock color. I placed three LEDs on the inside. Two on the passenger side and one on the 

driver side around the inside tray (black plastic), right under that little hump that holds the CD tray. The other two are placed on the 

opposite side. All of them wired in-line with one resistor (180Ω) and the switch. 

  

       
 

As far as the power ports go, I still call them cig lighter… Here is the one on the inside without a lid:  

http://www.oreillyauto.com/site/c/detail/CSM0/10230.oap?ck=Search_cigarette+lighters+%26+accessories_-

1_328&keyword=cigarette+lighters+%26+accessories) and this is the one with a rubber lid 

(http://www.oreillyauto.com/site/c/detail/CSM0/10241.oap?ck=Search_cigarette+lighters+%26+accessories_-

1_328&keyword=cigarette+lighters+%26+accessories) for the rear of the console. Both came from O’Reilly.  

 

Then I went ahead and looked for a location for the inside ‘power port’. Since I wanted so see what’s plugged in there were only a few 

choices. I used the upper right front section of the inner tray. There was some space that isn’t used for anything. Unfortunately that 

wasn’t enough for the cig lighter. But after checking the other side for interference - that’s the outside shell - I had to just drill a large 

hole in it. That area would be covered later by the cup holder tray. The second port for the back was actually the easiest part. There is 

plenty of space behind the rear cover. Just make up your mind where you want it and drill a hole… 
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I decided to have both of them on permanent power (each on an individual fuse), and the lights in the cup holder just on with the head 

lights. Also I needed a 4 wire connector (ground, 12V for each port and inside lights and the one for the lights) to wire this and just 

plug it in when I install the console. Any connector that can hold the appropriate current will work, from Radio Shock or the junk 

yard. Pretty much anything will work; even the 4 prong connector from a PC power supply will do… 

 

I put two green 3mm LEDs in the cup holder tray, 

just in the corner (see pic). These had to be wired 

with a little connector since this tray needs to be 

removable to take the whole console apart. I am not 

able to see them from the normal seating position, 

but they make just enough light so one can see what 

drink to grab… 

 

So, here are a few more pictures. I used hot glue to 

make sure the wires stay in place. 24 gauge wire for 

all the LEDs and 14 gauge for the cig lighter. I 

soldered most of the connectors and protected them with heat shrinkable tube. May not be the prettiest one but it’ll be covert and it’s 

functional. 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The (almost) final step, install the console. Before that you still have to run a wire. I took the 

driver seat out and ran a wire under the carpet. Right where the main harness splits off 

towards the seat. There is plenty of space under the carpet and it’s easy to fish the wire all 

the way through the rear mounting holes of the center console. 

 

 

 

 

Another tip: In my truck I found an unused connector in the back of the fuse panel. It has a 

blue line around it. There are three (3) spade style connectors in it. I was able to trace two of 

them down to fuse 106 and 111, both constant power. Use a regular spade connector, but you 

have squeeze them together since they’re just a little wider. Try and you’ll find out what I’m 

talking about… Perfect source, uses original fuse panel with original (additional) fuses. 

 

Disclaimer: 

Feel free to use this as a guide. I take no responsibility or liability. If you choose to modify 

your console yourself please use common sense and good judgment. Check twice before you destroy any parts (or yourself).  


